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1. The “new” migratory flows towards the United Staes and Italian emigration
Before the 1890s, most of the Europeans who reaitizednited States were British,
Irish, German and Scandinavian. Each group hadréift working skills and came to
occupy a different position in the hierarchy of fbb market that distinguished the
first ethnic groups of emigrants. British and Gemsanormally were the most
gualified workers, and gradually tended towardssheed positions in the industrial
sector. On the other hand, Irish and Scandinawars usually employed as general
unskilled labourers. Around the beginning of the9ds the areas from which
European emigration originated shifted towards #ast and south. These new
migration flows were mainly composed by Slavs, Jearsl Italians. In 1900
emigrants from the United Kingdom only accountedZ@% of the entire European
flow, while emigrants from Ireland, Germany and i8tinavian countries were 8%,
4.1% and 7% respectively. In the same years, tigliAustroHungarian and Russian
and Polish Jews reached 22.3%, 25.6% and 20.2%atasgly.

The main features of Italian emigration towards theted States were already clear
in the 1880s. Most emigrants reaching the UniteteStwere from Southern Italy
and arrived in the US through the socalled padsystéem. They represented a wide
range of professions, mostly unqualified, and dguadturned home after one or
more seasons in the United States The padroni (syvimaported cheap workforce
and took advantage of their knowledge of Englislkl ah the local job market
conditions, controlling the supply of Italian lawom the construction and railway

sectors.



In the last quarter of the 19 th century the Uniftdtes welcomed about 800,000
Italians. In the first fifteen years of the 20 tbntury Italian emigration towards the
US reached impressive numbers: more than threemltialians entered the country.
The regions of southern Italy contributed mosthis flow, in particular Campania,
Calabria, Basilicata, Abruzzo, Molise and Sicilyer@in areas of the Tuscan
Apennines and of northern Italy, mostly Piedmomtmbardy, Veneto and especially
Friuli, were also affected by the phenomenon. 1821 %he Industrial Commission — a
commission of enquiry created by the US Congressder to “investigate questions
pertaining to immigration, to labour, to agricuBurto manufacturing, and to
business, and to report to the Congress and taestiggch legislation as it may deem
best upon these subjects” — included Udine andliFaii “collecting points” and
“contributing districts” for Italian emigration tcavds the United States. The route
followed by emigrants particularly from Friuli, Veto, the area around Cadore and
Treviso, led them from Udine to New York througte trailway stations of Milan,
Chiasso, Basel, Paris and the French ports of haeHand Cherbourg. In the same

years, this route was also followed by Friulianadirg for Canada

Between the 19 th and 20 th centuries, more thanthivds of Italian immigrants
were registered by American authorities as labsuoempeons. A minority, less than

20%, which actually amounted to over 300,000 peopteked as craftsmen.

Overcoming their employers’ prejudices and somedithe opposition of the trade
unions, this minority of qualified immigrants wasl@to work their original trades:
tailors, barbers, cobblers, stonecutters, stonemsasplasterers, cement mixers,
mosaic and terrazzo workers. However, in 1900 ahalitof Italian emigrants were
still employed as peons, a percentage that remaineldanged until the First World
War’ . As many experts pointed out, Italians were edetlifrom the best paid jobs

notonly because of their lack of qualifications oritHenited knowledge of English,
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but also because of “the racial prejudice whichingense among the native
population”. In fact, the (negative) stereotypdtafian people was so embedded in
American society that even the most educated aatifigd emigrants were forced to
take “the pick and shovél”. This was not the situation of mosaic and tewazz
workers from Friuli: as highly specialized labowermwell paid and with no
competition, they represented the upper class efidhour force. The most careful
experts of Italian emigration in the United Statese well aware of the presence of
such a group within the biggest construction industs Robert F. Foster pointed out:
From Venetia and Tuscany [respectively], for exanpkorkers in mosaics and
stucco have brought a special training, a tradai@aptitude of which Americans have
been glad to avail themselves [...] It is commonital fthem at work on the most
exacting tasks, insuring the neatness of appearamcéhe beauty, of the most
ambitious public and private structutes

Between the 1880s and the 1890s the number oéntamigrants working in the
construction sector reached very high percentdgels383, according to estimatek
the American trade unions, 75% of construction \eoskwere Irish, 15% Italian and
the remaining 10% was formed by locals or peopdenfiother countries. Ten years
later, in 1893, these figures had been completelyensed: Italians formed three

quarters of the total and, progressively, took amemyualified positiors

2. Miners, mosaic and terrazzo workers, stonemasonsnd stonecutters from
Friuli in the United States, between the 19 th an@0 th centuries

For people from the valleys and mountains in FriaBpecially from the Western
areas, the United States only became a commomadegati in the last ten years of the

19 th century, and increasingly so in the firstatke of the 20 th centurWiners
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from the Cellina and Corvera valleys worked in &iten (Colorado), in
Pennsylvania, in lllinois, in Ohio, in Michigastonemasons, builders, stonecutters
from the Meduna, Tramontina, Cosa, Corvera, Pesana Cleulis valleys worked in
New York, in Philadelphia, in Detrgithey were even employed in the reconstruction
of San Francisco after the earthquake of 190Bor miners, emigration had a goal
and a deadline: the money they were able to satle aview years of hard work,
however, could never compensate for all the livss tue to silicosis. Between the
end of thel9 th century and the beginning of the 20 th centErisanco, Poffabro
and Casasola in the Colvera valley, which all tbgethad a population of 2,469
persons in 1901, saw 112 of their residents di¢hé silver mines of Colorafo
However, the hardships withstood by Italian mingicsnot go unnoticed: during the
miners’ strike in 1903— 1904, the Friulian OlintcaMolina denounced the injustices
and the arbitrary behaviour of the federal andomaiii police forces against fellow

[talian miners.

Marcolina, secretary of the United Mine Workers Afnerica (UMWA) of
Williamsburg (Colorado), also fought his battleahgh the pages of the magazine “lI

Lavoratore Italiano” Olinto Marcolina reached the United States in6.88 the age
of 22, travelling with fellow Italians Luigi Marcla, headed for New York, and
Pietro Giacomelli “Stel” and Luigi and Basilio Romddel Prete”, headed for
Silverton. Before he reached Silverton, Olinto Mdirta, registered as a stonemason
by the American Immigration Authorities of Ellislded, spent some time in New

York. Other fellow countrymen from Poffabro tooksiead the opposite route,
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reaching the northern areas of Philadelphia, sigadyf Chestnut Hill, at the
beginning of the 20century, after having worked in Silverton. Mosttloém worked
as stonemasons and bricklayers on the construofidrouses and buildings, with
stone extracted from the open pit mines in the .aB®ame established successful
companies, such as the Lorenzon Brothers Compangdéml in 1914, and the
Marcolina Brothers. These two companies gave workhe many Italians who
reached Chestnut Hill at the beginning of the 19bd¢ also in the period between
the two World Wars. In the neighbouring Germatowngroup of builders from

Cleulius worked for the company established by iramtio Primus.

In the United States, during the first years of28dh century many Friulians worked
in the mining sector. In 1909, Guido Picotti, aspactor for the Ufficio Provinciale
del Lavoro (Provincial Employment Office) in Udineyserved that:
There is an abundance of miners around the towRoodenone. And many can
be found in Cassano Nuovo, in Cimolais, Claut, E@asso, Frisanco,
Montereale, Caneva, Sacile, Polcenigo, Meduno, @@do, Pravisdomini and
Casarsa. Many leave for America and others headcadly to Germany. Of
these miners some are employed in the digging mi€ls, in quarries, others,
those who go to America, in the extraction of p@ad coal, in the metal, silver
and copper mines. Miners especially favour Cant#aRepublic of Argentina
and California as destinatiofis
Other miners from Friuli lived in the area arountdubenville, in Ohio, were a group
of emigrants from Cavasso Nuovo and Frisanco workBie mines of Iron
Mountain, in the state of Michigan, and those ia @oal City area in the state of
lllinois, housed just as many emigrants from Cawvadsrisanco, Meduno and
Profabbro.
In the 1880s and 1890s, but also in the first deaddhe 20 th century, the Friulians
reaching the United States also worked in the nogad terrazzo floor sectors, at

first in the coastal cities, particularly New Yornd then in cities in the interior of
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the country. The spread of mosaics and terrazzwdlin the US often took place
following the same strategy already perfected imn@ey. Initially, the mosaic and
terrazzo floor works in the cities in the countriiserior were entrusted companies in
New York, who sent their craftsmen there: if theras a potential for developing
mosaic and terrazzo floor work in the city, theftstmaen would often decide to stay
there and start a small business, together witbwetountrymen, which sometimes
then developed into a compahyThe example of Luigi Pasquali, born in Sequals in
1861, can give us a good idea of the path follolsedhany mosaiand terrazzo floor
workers from Friuli. As a boy, Luigi went to Venic&here he learned the craft of
building mosaics and terrazzo floors. From herenloged to Paris and, after a spell
working in the French capital, he was sent to NearkYto manage a mosaic
workshop. Back in Paris, in 1887 he moved to NewkYand together with other
fellow countrymen created the “The New York Mos@moperatives”, also becoming
its secretary. Five years later, in 1892, he werPhiladelphia, where he set up the
“Italian Marble Mosaic Company”, one of the mosfpiontant terrazzo floor, mosaic
and tile companies in the city and amongst the fosuse, in 1919, brass stripping,
that is strips that mark the height and divide témeazzo floor in different “zones”,
designed in that same year by the businessman De&giTurbo, from Sequals in
Friuli.

The migration story of Luigi Pasquali was no anomadhere is a strong tradition of
mosaic and terrazzo floor workers in the prealpirea of the region of Carnia. At the
beginning of the 17 th century, a lot of mosaic @aedazzo floor workers from
Sequals and the area around Spilimbergo alreadyadon Venice.

Luigi Pognici observed: “Sequals and its countyehbgen famous for battuto work
(commonly terrazzo) since olden times. The ancieattuto that decorate the
magnificent buildings of Venice and the region @néto were made by the terrazzo

floor workers of Sequals. Those battuti are alsmmas Venetian floors because in
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Venice the workers from Sequals first tested tlels techniqu&”. Their presence in

Venice was consolidated definitely in the firstfhad the 18 th centuryhowever,
around the middle of the 16 th century, two brathddomenico and Vincenzo
Bianchini, from Polimbergo di Sequals, superviskd works on the vault in San
Marca™. Romualdo Mander, from the same town as the brsiherrazzo layer and
mosaicist of the Procurator of San Marco’s flood ai the Church of San Marco,
was one of the pioneers of this art in of Vefiicdn 1727, Tommaso Crovato, also
from Sequals, steward in the terrazzo art in Vercoenplained about the difficulties
in paying due taxes and said: “Almost all brothefr$his art, all from the country of
Friuli, come to this city without a house, sleepinchired beds, and for most of the
year they stay in their villages and it is impobsilo find them, and if they are found
you can never get the money out of them”Even if they were members of the
Venetian art, terrazzo workers from Friuli, who ipdically returned to work the
fields in their home villages or who moved to otledres in order to practice their

profession, evaded payment of their taxes.

In the first half of the 19 th century, some tem@aaworkers, but most of all
mosaicists, reached France from Venice. In 1847, eikample, Giandomenico
Facchina, having heard of the discovery of someéanosaic floors in the south of
the country, moved to Montpellier where he carpet some restoration work. Many

other mosaic and terrazzo workers from his vill&®gquals, followed hiffl

The first mosaic and terrazzo workers from the Hdist of eastern Friuli, from

Sequals, Toppo, Istrago di Spilimbergo and fromrikarby villages reached New
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York around 1875. They often left from France drestEuropean countries, such as
England, Switzerland, the AustroHungarian Empiré&ermany, where they worked
as mosaicists or terrazzo workers. Luigi Zampollirom Baseglia and Filippo
Crovato from Sequals, for example, arrived in Nearkvin 1880. Both worked for
Gian Domennico Facchina’s company in Paris. LuigioRi, a priest from Friuli and
chaplain of the Vulcania, a boat that steamed batwealy and the United States,
who visited the communities of Friulians in the E@68d Canada in the 1920s and
1930s, described the arrival of the two pioneerf®k®vs:
In the year 1800 the millionaire Vanderbilt comnmos®d the construction of his
residence to the general company Herter Brotheleof York. Vanderbilt, who
had travelled extensively throughout Europe anty,ltaanted some Venetian
mosaics on the walls and ceilings of the rooms. Hagter Company was
embarrassed. Who could they call for such a jobPidsaics had yet been done
in America by that time. The Harters asked thuslthiean Consulate, where the
Antonini (Count Antonino, a Friulian from Udine, tathed to the Italian
delegation in New York as a doctor and interpret&®n met in order to assist
the first Italian emigrants. After a long exchangfeletters, cav. Facchina of
Sequals, who was staying in Paris, sent two oblag& mosaicists to New York:
Zampolini Luigi from Baseglia and Crovato Filippoofm Sequals. Once the
works on Vanderbilt's house were finished, that evgreatly appreciated and
that can still be seen nowadays, Zampolini Luigsva@pointed director at the
new Ideal & Mosaic Company
Between the 1890s and the beginning of the 20rtucg the flow of mosaicists, and
most of all terrazzo workers, grew, involving otlvdlages in the alpine valleys such
as Fanna, Meduno and Arba. During this period, mamad terrazzo workers mainly
chose European countries as destinations for mmgiation. Up until the Great War,
the migratory experience of mosaic and terrazzdkersrfrom the alpine valleys was
remarkable, for a number of reasons. One of thet m&aningful reasons is the

duration of their stay abroad: while for most o triulians the beginning of spring
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and the arrival of winter marked, alternativelye tldeparture towards Central
European countries and their return home, the Zeoravorkers from the alpine
valleys of western Friuli spent considerably longeriods abroad. In the first case
emigration was seasonah the second it was long term. Constructionssitgiarries
or brick factories, in fact, depended on weatherddmns, and the arrival of winter
meant the end of outdoor work. Terrazzo workergherother hand, worked indoors
therefore their return home did not necessarilyeddpon the change of seasons.
Reading through the registers of the villages efuhlleys of western Friuli confirms
the longterm character of the terrazzo workers’ ratyy experience. The high
number of births, which happened alternatively ierf@any and in Friuli, for
example, proves that even though the emigration m@salways permanent, it
nevertheless involved the entire family.

Furthermore, until the beginning of the Great ViEaropean countries — Germany in
particular — acted as a kind of professional trajnground for a number of terrazzo
workers who would then reach other migratory destoms, such as the United
States. At the same time, German cities offereckaltny market for the terrazzo
workers from the villages in the valleys of westé&muli, who set up a number of
businesses. The high number of small and mediuchdezeazzo companies owned
by Friulians from the western foothills who emigmtto Germany, proves the
success of the German experiéfic@he geographical position of the businesses
owned by Friulians in Germany mirrors the most papdestinations for emigrants.
In Germany’s case, the areas that welcomed thessigiumber of terrazzo workers
from Friuli are the Northern Rhine Valley and Wém=tja, the two regions that “in
the decade before 1914 were the most important gmaton zones for Italian
workers™®. The most recurring destinations were the citi€ésCologne, Bonn,
Dusseldorf, Aquisgrana, Essen, Bochum, DortmundreB®lMunster, Duisburg,

Elberfeld, Bielefeld, and Ramersdorf. The terrapmwrkers from Friuli occupied a
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niche in the job market, as highly specialized veosk in stark contrast to the sectors
that, in the Rhine and in Westphalia, employed nitdtan immigrants: heavy
industry and mining.

The outbreak of the First World War brought to aad @ lucky route for emigrants
from Friuli, leading many to return home, evenhéy had settled permanently in
Germany, as they had married German women, or atedywith their whole family,
or because they had set up small and mediumsizezessful businesses, as many
terrazzo workers did. For people from Friuli, tHere, the end of the war also
brought an end to a consolidated migratory expeeeifhe United Kingdom, but
most of all the United States, became the two prdledestinations for mosaic and

terrazzo workers.

3. An exclusively Venetian organization: the syndicate of mosaic and terrazzo

workers from Friuli.

In 1888, a few years after the pioneers’ arrivalthe United States, mosaic and
terrazzo workers from Friuli created the Mosaic dmdrazzo Workers’ Association
of New York & Vicinity, gathering together the moskpert terrazzo workers (the
socalled Mechanics): this is the oldest Italiantisacunion within the builders’
federatior’’. In 1919, the Mosaic and Terrazzo Workers’ Assamiaof New York &
Vicinity joined forces with the Bricklayers, Masom@d Plasterers’ International
Union of America (the international union of britkyers, stonecutters, plasterers,
stucco decorators, cement layers, marble workiess tand terrazzo workers of the
United States): an agreement negotiated by thenue@der Federico Patrizio from
Sequal$’. According to the 1930 registers, the union, whiesame the “Mosaic and
Terrazzo Workers’ Association of New York &Vicinityocal 3", grew to reach more
than 300 members. Even in 1969, three quarterbeotdrrazzo workers registered

with the union were from Friuli. However, New Yorkas not the only place to
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witness a union movement generated by emigrantimasa terrazzo workers from
Friuli. For example, between 1871 and 1881, follmyithe initiative of Gian
Domenico Facchina, a workers’ association of mutsibport between mosaic
workers was established in Paris, aiming at evglviio an opposition society. In
1901 in London, mosaicists and labourers formedni@ruthat quickly achieved
improvements in working conditions (a reduction wdrking hours), even when
compared to other categories of English workers1®4 London also saw the
creation of the Mosaic Workers’ Cooperative Societiiich grouped together about
one hundred membéPs The union experiences in Paris and London were
nevertheless shortlived and ended after a few yé&mr workers emigrating to
Germany — observed GioBatta Toffolo from Fanna rgh were not easy at all,
given the incredibly high number of small businessmvho, thinking themselves
rich andabove the working classes (while they actually wankre than many
others), will not even consider the idea of organan”. According to Toffolo,
despite the problems faced by many, the time hadector mosaic and terrazzo
workers to form a union, whether it be “a grouptthecludes all the mosaic and
terrazzo workers from Friuli with sections in the&rus countries throughout Europe
and America” — observed Toffolo, or whether a grougs formed for each single
staté”. The latter was the form that had met a modenateess in the United States.
The objective of the Mosaic and Terrazzo Workerssdciation of New York &
Vicinity was “to maintain and improve the econonaonditions of its members,
based on reciprocal cooperation, and to achiexaradmpensation for the services
rendered by its members in order to eliminate unpisileges and check that each
member fulfils his duties”. Edwin Fenton observéatf in New York, the high

professionalism allowed Italian mosaic and terrazpokers to have a monopoly on
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the sector, entirely controlling certain branchetheut the support of the national
uniorf>,

Terrazzo workers from Friuli, therefore, were aetrtoccupational niché®. The
prevalence of mosaic and terrazzo workers from liFmas proven. On 4 th
December 1892, the New York Times published arclarton the disagreements
between thédelpers’ and the Mechanics’ union, which met inmoor. 35 and room
nr. 3 respectively. The helpers were accusing teehanics’ union of discriminating
against nonltalian workers. According to the hedpéine leaders of the Mosaic and
Terrazzo Workers’ Association of New York had tudriee union into an exclusively
Venetian organization. The Helpers, who were lassified workers and probably
had non Venetian members within their ranks, clditiat even if a helper held the
necessary professional qualifications to join thechanics’ union, admission would
have been denied unless he was from Véhidée Helpers’ Union was formed two
years after the Mechanics’ one, and gathered tegetbrkers both from Friuli and
the rest of Italy. The birth of other mosaic andaezo workers’ unions in the United
States resulted from the growth and the consotidatf this sector between the
1910s and 1920s: the Mosaic Ceramic Terrazzo UsidPhiladelphia, for example,
was founded in 1918, while the Mosaic & Terrazzorkéos Union of Pittsburgh in
1924,

4. The Friulians in the United States between themo wars “were mainly mosaic

and terrazzo workers”

In 1931 don Luigi Ridolfi estimated there were eed than 9,000 people from Friuli
in the United States and, as regards the eastatesstf the US and Canada, he
observed:
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The majority are terrazzo and mosaic workettsen come the bricklayers,
including labourersthe third group are the industrial workers and ersnand
finally furnace workers and farmers. There are @9 businessmembout fifty
professionals and merchants. A third of emigramisie with their families and
this number is growing as they are naturalized Acaex. [...] When one wishes to
find Friulians in a city, one must first find outhether there are any terrazzo and
mosaic companies there, and ask them. Often thedassnen are American, but

the workers are from Friutf

The majority come from villages in the foothills western Friuli. “Born in Sequals,
trained in Spilimbergo, we work around the worldipte the journalist Orio Vergani
in the Corriere della Sera, on 10 th June 1930.gid

It is a strange thing to hear, in such small vilegpeople talking about far away
cities with such ease. Certain marvels of the ebasties of Liguria and the
Neapolitan area can be seen once again, here ifodkialls of Friuli. Here, it
seems easier to leave bound for Poland or Canhda,for Udine. Under the
small porticos people talk about Paris, Warsaw, dépedt, Washington and
Vienna as destinations close to home [...]. If anyarshed to compile a golden
book of mosaic workers from Sequals, they wouldfdaend decorating the
Library in Boston, the tunnel under the Hudson imNYork, the crypts of the
Kremlin in Moscow, the fountains of Abdul Hamid i@onstantinople, the
American residences of the Vanderbilts, the Rodlefe the Pullmans, the

Armours, the Library of the American Serfdte

In the 1930s, terrazzo workers from Friuli reacht#w United States, the
neighbouring Canada, and — passing through Fletlde Caribbean Islands, Cuba in
particular, where Luigi Mion, from Fanna, made tieerazzo floor of the Teatro

Nacional (now Teatro Garcia Lorca ) and the rambfddavana.

28|, RIDOLFI, | friulani nell’America del Nord, cit.pages 147 e 43.
2 0. VERGANI, Pellegrinaggio tra gli artigiani d’lta. Il miracolo millenario del mosaico, in “Corrizdella Sera”,
10th June 1930.



From Helpers, many terrazzo workers became Mechamcl then the owners of
small and mediumsized businesses. In February 182427 owners of mosaic and
terrazzo companies from all over the United States in Chicago, summoned by
Gus (Costante) Cassini (from Cavasso Nuovo), amy flounded the National
Terrazzo and Mosaic Contractors’ Associatiorin 1926, out of 59 companies
members of the association, 40 were owned by tslienainly from Friufi. Four
years later, in 1930, of the 128 companies formiing Association at least 74
belonged to Italiarfé. In one of the first issues of the magazine “Thre g% Mosaics
and Terrazzo” published in Chicago from 1930, trehidect A. Reed Wilson wrote:
“Although a member of the Terrazzo Association, ustnadmit that | am not a
terrazzo man. At that, | don’'t see how | can berigd if my ancestors do not halil
from Cavasso Nuovo, Fanna or Sequals in Northalg”ff. Amongst the “terrazzo
men” who set up important business activities betwe 19 th century and the 20 th
century were Louis (Luigi) Del Turco (owner of L.eDTurco & Bros. Inc. of
Harrison, N.J.), Louis (Luigi) Pasquali (Italian N¢e Mosaic Company of
Philadelphia), Louis (Luigi) De Paoli (De Paoli Ctnc. of New York), Anthony
(Antonio) Tramontin (Tramontin Tile & Terrazzo Colnc. of Detroit), John
(Giuseppe) Patrizio (Patrizio Art Mosaic Co. oftghurgh), Vincent (Vincenzo)
Pellarin (Pellarin & Co. Roman and Venetian MarBlesaic and Terrazzo of New
York), representing the paradigm of selfmade enéregurs. The decisive factor was
that the clients of these terrazzo and mosaic cammpavere not within the Italian
community, but the American public in general. Tl of most Italian businesses,
in fact, was strictly tied to the continuous growiaf “Little Italys”, relying almost
exclusively on ltalian clients: in most cases itswaamarket within the community.
The first and most common ItalianAmerican businessmvere linked to the

production, processing and selling of traditiortalidn foods, or to importing them

% The National Terrazzo and Mosaic Contractors Asgimsi, Minutes of the Organization, Chicago, 1922ge 3.

31 The National Terrazzo and Mosaic Contractors Aission, Catalog and Design Book, Chicago, 1926 epag

32|n 1953, Chino Ermacora said that the terrazzoraosaic companies, property of Friulians, adhetintpe “Mosaic
and Terrazzo Workers’ Association” were 225, cfrERMACORA, Il Friuli. Aspetti caratteristici dehVoro, cit., page
110.
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from Italy. As Howard E. Aldrich and Roger Waldimgabserved, the presence of
ethnic communities offered to some of their memhengally particular advantages
over outsiders when starting a business aimed t&fysag the demands of the
minority to which they belorid Terrazzo and mosaic workers from Friuli, on the
other hand, had to deal with the tastes and pmteseof the American market: their
success therefore represents an almost uniquerctse history of Italian emigration
to the US.

From 1924, the National Terrazzo and Mosaic CotdracAssociation organized its
convention in a different American or Canadian .citywas no coincidence that the
Convention for the fiftieth anniversary of the agation, in1973, was held in Rome,
from where participants reached Udine and Spiligber The link between the
National Terrazzo and Mosaic Association and Frnurhctically dates back to its
founding: between the two wars, the associatiomnfoed the Mosaic Workers’
School of Spilimbergo. The monthly publication “TAe of Mosaics and Terrazzo”,
in the August 1932 issue, published a letter frdva school’'s director, Antonio

Baldini, to the president of the “National Terrazaad Mosaic Association”.

The director wrote: “I hope to be able to send gomosaic shortly, to confirm our
appreciation and as a modest act of homage forgteat help your national
association has given and gives every year to eho@, so that it may develop
mosaic works”. At the beginning of the 1920s, ia thilages in the foothills of Friuli,
and in the minds of bright men such as LodovicoiZiaand Ezio Cantaruti, the
mayor of Spilimbergo at the time, or cav. Pietrddm, the idea of creating a local
mosaic school began to develop. Given such a nmassiedus of labour — often
unskilled, the school was to guarantee a form a&hing, giving young workers a
type of training that would meet certain demands, withiispecific labour market.

The “Scuola di Musaico”, originally planned for Seds, was established in

% H. E. ALDRICH — R. WALDINGER, Ethnicity and Entregneurship, Annual Review of Sociology, 1990, XV/1.1-
135.



Spilimbergo in 1922, also had the support of thei&a Umanitaria di Milano with a
contribution of ten thousand lite

In the first 1930s, the American architect EugerateCobserved: “Most of the
terrazzo workers in this country seem to have camginally from the Friuli,
Province of Udine, a few hours from Venice, andaezo, of course, is a feature of
Venetian architecturé®. In the 1920s and 1930s, American architects disenl the
potential of terrazzo, which soon became more aackrased in the most important
public buildings of the countfy; Terrazzo floors soon replaced mosaic ones, ars th
the American labour market requested more and rt@razzo workers, and fewer
mosaic workers. Owners of businesses in this seor terrazzo workers were,
mainly, from the areas of the foothills of westémuli too.

There are many works by mosaic workers, and mostlldfy terrazzo workers, in
New York and the United States, all of great ddisalue. Louis Pasquali and Peter
Pellarin from Sequals did the mosaics on the wald vaults of the Library of
Congress in Washington: once back in Italy, Pellaecame the first president of the
“Cooperativa Anonima Laboratorio e Scuola Mosaidst Friuli” of Sequals, which
then became the present “Scuola Mosaicisti delliFraf Spilimbergo. In 1935,
Victor Foscato from Sequals realized the famousano%ztec Sun Stone” in the
Judy and Josh Weston Pavilion in the American MosetiNatural History of New
York. Foscato founded his own company in 1899,\thé&oscato Company, which
became one of the most important in New York in2Bie and 30s. The terrazzo floor
in the Empire State Building is the work of the Peoli, Del Turco & Foscato
Corporation of New York, a consortium of comparoesied by people from Fridf
Amongst the 3,400 workers employed in the constocof the Empire State
Building, Ferruccio Mariutto from Fanna and Pie#fescovi from Berceto di Parma,

both terrazzo workers, received a craftsmanshigdwviiaeir name can be seen on the

% 0On the founding and development of the “Scuola disklco” compare: D. VENUTO, La scuola dalle origgti
1941, in A. GIACOMELLO — A. GIUSA (edited by), Lasola mosaicisti del Friuli: bozzetti, documentitdgrafie,
stampe e modelli, Pasian di Prato, Regione autorteérniVenezia Giulia Scuola Mosaicisti del Friulip00, pages 51-
76.

% E. Clute, Modern Craftsmanship in Terrazzo, in¢titecture”, 1932, March, pages 140-141.

37W. C. Johnson, Terrazzo, in T. C. Jester (editdd ByentiethCentury Building Materials. History aBdnservation,
Washington, D.C. National Park Service — Mc GraW, HR95, pages 234-239.

3 C. Willis, Building the Empire State , New York,.Wv. Norton & Company, 1998, page 64.



placard at the entrance of the buildthgThe company L. Del Turco & Bros.,
established in 1910 by Louis Del Turco from Sequidalized a number of jobs in
terrazzo and tiles in many New York buildings, sashthe Metropolitan Building,
Steinway Building, New York Trust Co., N.Y Univensi Building, Radio

City/Rockefeller Centre, Newark Airport, Lincoln @ter, United Nations Building,
Holland and Lincoln Tunnels and, more recentlypafsthe Trump Towers, World
Wide Plaza, Rutgers Housing, Princeton UniversitplPThe company Pellarin &
Co. Roman and Venetian Marble and Terrazzo, estaddi by Vincent Pellarin in the
1880s, did elaborate mosaic works in Temple BetlkdEurch of The Ascension,
Savoy Hotel, Bank for Savings, Central Bank BuiidiMuseum & Library of NY

University, St. Vincent's Hospital, Manhattan Clulirst National Bank,

Bloomingdale Bros., Savoy Hotel. The Roman Mosaid alile Company,

established in 1902 by Angelo Trevisan from Sequditkterrazzo and tile works in
the Pentagon, at Arlington (near Washington), ire tBmithsonian Institute
(Washington), in the State Office Building of Pliédphia and in the Ciby Geiby

laboratories of Sufferan.

Between the 20s and 30s, the American mosaic amdzr® market, from the
Atlantic coast to California and from the Canadlmrder to Florida, was almost
entirely in the hands of Friulians. In the samergethe United States, after France

and Argentina, was the third migratory destinatmmFriulians.

5. “There is no doubt that Friulians alone form onegreat village, like Gemona

and Maniago”: emigrants’ origins and destinations

Although the highest concentration of Friulianstween the two World Wars, was in
New York, they were also present in other citiesPittsburgh (Pennsylvania), for

example, a good number of emigrants worked in ttezlsmills in Detroit,

39 G. B. Wagner, The Creation of the Empire Statdddug. Thirteen Months to Go, San Diego.
Thunder Bay Press, 2003, page 80.



(Michigan) many were employed in the car factariesCleveland (Ohio), emigrants
from Cordenons, San Pietro al Natisone and Faruadfavork in the steel industry.

In Chicago, the largest group came from Vendogilioleeppo Grande and from
Azzida di San Pietro al Natisone: most worked iaotdaes, or in the mosaic and
terrazzo sector as builders. In California, Los dleg was home to emigrants from
Meduno, San Lorenzo di Casarsa, Sacile, Gradisc&etiegliano, Pinzano al
Tagliamento, Pielungo, Tarcetta, Barcis and Sanri@iin San Francisco, the
largestgroup was formed by a number of families from Cagoa San Daniele del
Friuli, San Giovanni di Casarsa, Maniago, Casasblgsanco, Braulins, Azzano
Decimo, Zoppola, Sedegliano, Zompicchia, Arzene,ce@ico Superiore and
Valvasone the few Friulians of Sacramento were from Osoppe Braulins. In the
rest of the country, the majority of emigrants frénuli worked in the terrazzo, tile
and mosaic sectors. The largest community was i Xerk, as Don Luigi Ridolfi
wrote:
There is no doubt that Friulians alone form oneagkdlage, like Gemona and
Maniago. Most come from the municipalities of Fanri@&equals, Cavasso
Nuovo, Meduno, Pordenone and Talmassons. Medunme diad 235 Fanna
200, Cavass Nuovo 20(equals 150Pordenone 150Cordenons 90Flambro
90; Arzene 80 San
Daniele 110 Spilimbergo 150 Maniago 70. Smaller groups were from Udine,
San Vito al Tagliamento, Casarsa, Sedegliano, Az4aecimo, Roveredo in
Piano, Tramonti, Castelnuovo, Travesio, Coseaneafto, Casarsa. There are
some from about thirty other municipalities of Fribdost of them are terrazzo
and mosaic workers. In New York, and in the whdieAmerica, in a country

that is a true mosaic of people... they are knowmesaicists’

Up to the 1950s, terrazzo and mosaic workers fraoliFesiding in New York lived

in East Harlem, in the West Village, but most dfialthe area between First and

“0L. RIDOLFI, | Friulians nell’America del Nord, citpages 21-22



Third Avenue, ending with 24 th street to the saand with 35 th street to the north.
At the beginning of the 30s, for example, accordmghe priest Luigi Ridolfi, over
one thousand Friulians lived in the area. In 1988,Friulians of New York founded
a Famee Furlane, the first of its kind in the Uditetates, preceded only by the
Venetian Social Club of Chestnut Hill, Philadelphestablished in 1924 by a group

of emigrants from Poffabro, Frisanco, Cleulis, Baral Coloredo di Monte Albano.

In the other states of the union, Friulians usuaityked for the various mosaic and
terrazzo companies established by their fellow tgumen: in Toledo, Art Mosaic &
Tile, owned by Michele Fioritto from Cavasso Nuoemployed quite a high number
of emigrants. Michele (Michael) Fioritto arrivedtime United States #te beginning
of the 20 th century and created the “Art MosaicT#e Company” in 1907, with
premises in Toledo (Ohio), and branches in Fort Wéagnd South Bend, (Indiana).
The company made terrazzo floors in buildings inicQhndiana, Michigan and
Missouri, as well as in Greenwood (South Caroli@)stin (Texas where he did
important works on the government building), aneérewn California. In Toledo,
Michael Fioritto’s company did terrazzo work on tHely Rosary Cathedral, while in
South Bend he built most of Notre Dame Universitythe 20s and 30s, the “Art
Mosaic & Tile Company” gave work to a number ofulians reaching the United
States including, for example: Oswaldo Fioritto,c&@&®lo Maraldo, John Bier,
Angelo Maraldo, Salvatore Bernardon, John Tita kayi Eugenio, Romano e
Amedio Lovisa.

In Cincinnati, mosaic and terrazzo workers fromukmworked for the “Cincinnati
Mosaic & Tile Co.”, owned by A. Cassini from Seqgahnd the “Martina Brothers
Co.”, owned by John Martina from Taurignon St. Louis (Missouri), Arthur
Girolami from Fanna and John Pellarin from Sequadse the owners of two of the
mostimportant companies in the ¢jityn Houston (Texas), F. Pontello from, Cavasso
Nuovo, managed the “Union Art and Tile Co.”, emphgy various mosaic and
terrazzo workers from Fanna and Cavasso New Orleans (Louisiana), the
Tramontin family from Cavasso Nuovo, and Benveriditoon from Orgnese, worked

as contractors in the terrazzo sector. Friuliarehmg the United States after the



Second World War were mostly employed as tile orazo workers by many of
these companies. Dario Boschian, from Cavasso Nuovoexample, remembered
arriving in New Orleans in 1958 and he was emplogeda specialized terrazzo
worker by the company owned by Benvenuto Dinonhm $ame city. Dinon, Dario
Boschian recalled, “had requested three workens f@avasso, but only two of us

left, myself and a fellow countryman who, afteeafyears, returned to Friuli. My

employer, Benvenuto, had arrived in New York ashddc at the beginning of the
20s, with his father, who was a terrazzo workethm city. After the Second World
War Benvenuto did a terrazzo job for his fathermmpany in New Orleans
(Louisiana), at the Charity Hospital. Once he hadlhed the job, he decided to stay
in the city and set up his own business in theagaw and tile sector. Benvenuto
Dinon’s company employed many Italians, mostly fr&mily, Abruzzo and Lazio,

but there were few people from Friuli”.

In fact, after the Second World War, emigrants heag the United States preferred
larger cities such as New York, or communities watHonger tradition, such as
Chestnut Hill, to the north of Philadelphia. Onceorey the migratory routes
established by Friulians between the 19 th centumy the 20 th century seem to

prove their effectiveness and their potential.



